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General Assembly – 25 & 26 October 2017, Turin, Italy 

Welcome speech | Marcello Mazzù 

Good morning everyone.  As “landlord”, let me welcome you in Turin and in Atc. We are very 

pleased that Eurhonet has chosen ATC to hold this important event: our institution has been participating for 

many years to the European social housing network and this has allowed a constant and stimulating 

exchange of ideas and good practices with our colleagues from other countries. I would therefore like to 

thank the Eurhonet president, Mr. Oliver Barry and all the delegates of the association participating to this 

conference. I also want to thank Luca Talluri, Federcasa president, the Italian network of social housing, 

which represents another great reality of which we are part as Atc and that wanted to be here today. 

Furthermore, I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the institutional interlocutors that are working 

everyday with us on the subject of social housing: the Welfare and Housing Policy Assessors of the 

Piedmont Region and the City of Turin Augusto Ferrari and Sonia Schellino. 

Public housing in Italy is experiencing a moment of change: there are no specific funding for house 

maintenance and, most of all, for building new houses. The population of social housing has also changed: in 

a system where demand is ten times higher than the offer, ranking assignments favor socially weaker 

categories. Therefore, in the districts that 50 years ago hosted mostly families of workers who arrived in the 

city to work in factories, there are increasing numbers of foreigners and elders, for whom it is necessary to 

think of specific inclusion and support actions. For this reason, also our home agencies need to change, 

specializing themselves in a management that can combine technical aspects to the social housing mediation, 

innovation to solidarity. All of us, as “social” hosts, have a mission not only to improve the homes we 

manage, but also to improve the quality of life of those who live there. 

Later this afternoon our guests will visit, together with our officers, two ATC realities: the former 

Nebiolo building of Corso Novara, one of the most recent examples of social housing on the territory where 

a youth social co-housing experience is in place. Our guests will also see the Corso Taranto buildings, a 

recent example of energy efficiency funded with regional structural funds, where is headquartered one of the 

longest-serving tenants committees of Italy, which celebrated half a century of activity this year.  

In short, we will try to share with you all the efforts we are putting forward, together with the Region 

and the Municipality, that are here with me, to improve the housing  quality of our heritage and to give 

concrete answers to those who need a home. I sincerely believe that this day can represent for us all a 

valuable opportunity for discussion and exchange, for which I thank you. 
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